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HONORING KEVIN AND ANNETTE
MANDREL

HON. LUKE MESSER

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 14, 2018

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today, on
behalf of the entire 6th Congressional District
of Indiana, to recognize Kevin and Annette
Mandrel for their contributions to our state.

The Mandrels are fellow believers, and |
have appreciated their prayers and encour-
agement over the years. They have also been
community leaders for decades and have
made a positive and lasting impact on the
state of Indiana. Kevin sits on numerous local
boards, including Bosma Enterprises, Rush
Memorial Hospital, the Arthritis Foundation
and the Youth Opportunity Center. Their son,
Christian, also worked as an intern in my of-
fice in Shelbyville.

On a personal note, the Mandrels were also
among my earliest and most vocal supporters.
Jennifer and | cherish our friendship with the
Mandrels. We want to thank them for their
friendship and support of my work in Con-
gress. We wish them continued success in all
that God has planned for their family.

REMEMBERING THE LIFE OF
CHRISTINA CONDOLEON

HON. TIM RYAN

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 14, 2018

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor the life of Christina “Tina”
Condoleon, age 84, who passed away peace-
fully at the Hospice House in Poland, Ohio on
Friday October 26, 2018.

Tina was born on April 5, 1934, in Warren,
Ohio to Harry and Athena Raphtis. She was a
graduate of Warren G. Harding High School.
In the late 50s and early 60s she worked as
a clerk at the Trumbull County Courthouse in
Warren. Tina was a member of St. Demetrios
Greek Orthodox Church in Warren. She en-
joyed cooking, reading and doing word search
puzzles, but most of all she treasured spend-
ing time with her family, especially her grand-
children.

Tina is survived by her three children, John
(Tricia) Condoleon of Howland, Harry (Holli)
Condoleon of Algona, lowa and Angela
(Steve) Zervas of Cortland; her ten grand-
children, Kristin, Michael, Kurt, Caitlyn, Mi-
chael John, Nicholas, Gabriel and Laney
Condoleon, and Christopher and Melena
Zervas; her brother, Thomas (Aliki) Raphtis;
her sister-in-law, Peggy Knotos; and a number
of nieces and nephews. She was preceded in
death by her parents; two brothers, Gus and
James Raphtis; and husband of 49 years, Mi-
chael J. “Mike” Condoleon whom she married
on August 18, 1963 and who passed away
March 27, 2013.

| know Tina is dearly missed among her
family and friends. | extend my deepest and
sincerest condolences.
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BIG HEROES, TINY HOMES—
STUDENTS HELPING VETERANS

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 14, 2018

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, according
to the Michael E. DeBakey VA Medical Center
in Houston, Texas, 28 percent of Houston’s
homeless population are veterans. That is
over 3,600 homeless veterans in Houston
alone. These same veterans admirably served
our nation and have dedicated their lives to
the service and protection of the United
States.

Across the nation, “micro homes” are being
used as transitional homes for those in need.
A micro home is defined as a residential struc-
ture with utilities and built for full time occu-
pancy, in less than 350 square feet. Micro
home communities have been created by
charities in Austin, Dallas, Detroit, Los Ange-
les, Nashville, New York, Olympia, Portland,
Seattle, and Syracuse. Now, students at Hum-
ble ISD are trying to add Houston to that list.

More than 70 students at Summer Creek
High School and Kingwood Park High School
are working to create a community of micro
homes for homeless veterans—designing tiny
homes for big heroes. The students have
spent the last several months designing the
blueprints and a 3D model for the 200—square
foot home and working with architects to make
sure it works. From paint colors, to roofing, to
electrical wiring, they have designed and ob-
tained prices for everything necessary to com-
plete their vision. Unlike usual school projects,
this student-led initiative requires marketing to
prospective donors and could take years to
successfully complete this micro home com-
munity. These passionate students have given
pitches and presentations to countless poten-
tial donors, the City of Humble council mem-
bers and mayor as well as the City of Hous-
ton.

So far, the students, along with the help of
faculty and staff, have raised $40,000 to level
a piece of land next to the school where they
can begin the next phase of constructing the
homes. Both Summer Creek and Kingwood
Park will build a model tiny home by the end
of this school year. The goal is to eventually
partner with a nonprofit and also raise money
to buy land to place the homes.

Before giving a presentation to potential do-
nors, a senior from Kingwood Park High
School, Nicholas Logan, told Texas School
Business Magazine: “It's given me a purpose.
I’'m not just going to school today. I'm going to
school so | can attend a meeting, so | can get
the funding to help other people, so they can
have a home.” It is because of the actions of
selfless minds like Nicholas, that this great
country will be in the good hands of our future
leaders.

Good deeds do not go unnoticed. | know
that the residents of Lake Houston Area are
proud of these students and | applaud not only
the students for their tremendous achieve-
ments and commend them for giving back to
our community, but their parents as well. They
are truly making a difference and represent all
that is right and good in America.

And that’s just the way it is.

November 14, 2018

IN RECOGNITION OF SHERIFF
CHARLES McDONALD

HON. MARK MEADOWS

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 14, 2018

Mr. MEADOWS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize my friend, Sheriff Charles McDon-
ald, who has served as a faithful law enforce-
ment officer in Henderson County for over thir-
ty years. With the support of his wife, Jennie,
Sheriff McDonald has demonstrated an un-
wavering commitment to the people of Hen-
derson County and to the safety of our com-
munity.

Sheriff Charles McDonald served in the
Navy for four years before beginning his public
safety career in 1985 as a Patrol Deputy in
Henderson County. Over the next 25 years,
McDonald went on to serve as a Lieutenant in
the Drug Enforcement Unit, Patrol Squad Lieu-
tenant, SWAT Team Leader, Department
Training Officer, Chief of Criminal Investiga-
tions, Sheriff's Command Staff, and Captain.

In June 2010, Sheriff Charles McDonald re-
tired with 25 years of service in public safety
until March 2012 when he was appointed by
the Henderson County Board of Commis-
sioners to the Office of Sheriff. After six years
of faithful service, Sheriff McDonald will com-
plete his duty in office on December 3, 2018.

Under Sheriff McDonald’s leadership, the
department has effectively combated illegal
and prescription drug abuse in the Henderson
County community through prevention efforts,
education, and enforcement. During his ten-
ure, over $4.3 million dollars in illegal drugs
have been apprehended by the Henderson
County Drug Unit since 2014. Additionally, 245
drug conspirators, traffickers, dealers, and
users have been arrested and prosecuted.
Sheriff McDonald has prioritized rehabilitation
for inmates by encouraging education in life
skills and providing addiction resources
through private and non-profit programs.

Sheriff McDonald is highly regarded among
his peers and has been recognized as a ‘“vet-
ted instructor” by the U.S. Department of
State in ATA Counter Terrorism programs
since the September 11th terrorist attacks.
Sheriff McDonald has worked for private com-
panies as a contract instructor concentrating in
law enforcement tactical training and has
served as an instructor abroad in South Amer-
ica and the Middle East on Counter Terrorism,
Crisis Response, and Tactical Command train-
ing and planning.

His devotion to public safety has established
him as a respected leader in Henderson
County and Western North Carolina. On be-
half of the people of North Carolina, it is my
distinct honor to recognize Sheriff McDonald
for his devoted service to his community.

HONORING LARRY MEYER
HON. LUKE MESSER

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 14, 2018

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today, on
behalf of the entire 6th Congressional District
of Indiana, to recognize Larry Meyer for his
contribution to our state and Decatur County.
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